
 

The Honourable Bill Morneau, PC, MP, 
Minister of Finance 
Finance Canada 
90 Elgin Street 
Ottawa, ON 
K1A 0G5 
 
Via Email: Bill.Morneau@parl.gc.ca  
 
Dear Minister, 
 
The Arthritis Society is a national health charity, fueled by donors and volunteers, with a vision to live in a 
world where people can be free from the devastating effects that arthritis can have on their lives. 
 
Arthritis is Canada’s most prevalent chronic health condition. As many as one in five Canadians have arthritis. 
Women are more likely to have arthritis, with 59.5% of people with arthritis being women. Osteoarthritis (OA) 
is the most common type of arthritis, affecting more Canadians than all other forms of arthritis combined.  
 
There is currently no cure for OA. However, there are options that can help reduce risk, relieve pain, and 
improve function. One such option, and one of the most commonly used, is chiropractic care.  
 
A significant proportion of people living with OA report difficulties with activities of daily living, such as doing 
housework and running errands, and report needing assistance with aspects of daily life. Many Canadians 
suffering from osteoarthritis trust their chiropractor to help manage pain and improve function that can 
restrict activities of daily living including dressing, walking, and feeding. The Arthritis Society both recognizes 
and values the expertise of chiropractors in the assessment and management of conditions such as OA that 
can progress to the point of disability. 
 
There are, however, barriers for these patients. Currently, a patient of a chiropractor suffering from markedly 
or severely restricted function or mobility due to OA must make an appointment with another health 
practitioner in order to have access to the Disability Tax Credit. This, despite their chiropractor knowing their 
pain history and being recognized to assess disability under many provincial government programs. To that 
end, we encourage the Government of Canada to fix a serious oversight in the Income Tax Act by including 
chiropractors as qualified assessors to determine eligibility for the Disability Tax Credit in Budget 2018. 
 
Correcting this oversight doesn’t require the expansion of the Disability Tax Credit. Instead this change simply 
makes it easier to access the benefits to which disabled Canadians are already entitled. We encourage the 
government to allow patients of chiropractors suffering from severe OA to be able to work with their doctors 
to apply for the Disability Tax Credit.  
 
We are hopeful that the government implements this change in Budget 2018. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Janet Yale 
President and CEO 
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