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I n 1998, the Government of Canada 
declared victory over a highly 
contagious disease — measles. At 

its peak, measles infected between 
300,000-400,000 Canadians each year. 
Many of the infected were children. 
Most recovered. But some survivors 
suffered debilitating effects. One out of 
every 1,000 measles cases develop into 
acute encephalitis, swelling of the brain, 
which often results in permanent brain 
damage. And, one or two out of every 
1,000 children who become infected 
with measles will die from respiratory 
and neurological complications. Also 
in 1998, the Canadian government 
credited universal vaccination 
programs for eradicating measles.  

Less than two decades later, UNICEF 
revealed that 287,000 Canadian children 
born between 2010 and 2017 have not 
received the measles vaccination. At 
home, and across the globe, measles 
outbreaks have become more common.  

The CCA’s current position statement 
on vaccination and immunization 
assumes neutrality. We acknowledge 
that vaccination and immunization 
is outside our scope of practice. 
However, chiropractors are one of 
Canada’s largest primary contact health 
professionals. We play an important 
role in Canada’s healthcare system and 
we want to play an expanded role: Our 
vision at the CCA is that “chiropractors 
will be an integral part of every 

Canadian’s healthcare team by 2023.”
In order to achieve this goal, we need 

to be considered a trusted and respected 
healthcare profession — not just by 
the patients we serve, but also by the 
institutions and policy makers within 
Canada’s healthcare system. Through 
our advocacy and relationship building, 
we’re making positive strides. Our 
efforts have resulted in strong, mutually 
respectful relationships with several key 
government officials and institutions. 

One of those government officials is 
Dr. Theresa Tam, Canada’s Chief Public 
Health Officer. Her office contacted 
our CEO, Ms. Alison Dantas, earlier this 
year on a matter of grave concern to 
public health officials across Canada 
— the rise of vaccine hesitancy and the 
re-emergence of vaccine-preventable 
diseases like measles. Dr. Tam was 
seeking the support of our profession 
to help public health officials in their 
fight to manage this potential epidemic. 

Her request was quite reasonable: 
“Please share my statement about the 
measles outbreak and vaccine hesitancy.” 
Her statement noted that “Healthcare 
providers are on the front lines of this 
battle between truth and misinformation. 
We must support parents as they 
tease apart fact from fiction.” 

We agreed to her request and shared 
the statement with you in April. (You 
can read the full statement on the Public 
Health Agency of Canada website).  
Dr. Tam also asked that we consider 
updating our Vaccination and 
Immunization Position Statement and be 
explicit that vaccines and immunization 
are safe and effective public health practice 
for the prevention of infectious diseases. 

The Public Health Agency of Canada 
wants to work with us because they 
believe our statement can make a 

difference. I believe that’s true.  
This request resulted in several 

long and thoughtful conversations 
with chiropractic leadership across 
the country, members of the CCA 
board, and amongst and between 
key stakeholders and influencers. 
The CCA has now become a trusted 
partner with the Public Health Agency 
of Canada as a result of this process. 

As your national association, it is our 
job to enhance your credibility, expand 
your role as primary contact health 
providers, and ensure you’re seen as 
“the” trusted provider for Canadians 
seeking muscular, skeletal and nervous 
system care. Updating our statement 
demonstrates to Canadians and Canadian 
health officials that we acknowledge 
that vaccines are safe and effective.  

The updated statement will first 
acknowledge that vaccines and 
immunization remain outside of 
the chiropractic scope of practice. 
Chiropractors should continue to refer 
all patient questions, consultation and 
education regarding immunization and 
vaccination to healthcare professionals 
whose scope of practice includes 
vaccination or to Public Health Agency 
of Canada endorsed websites. 

The updated statement does 
not require you to take any further 
action or contradict your provincial 
regulatory frameworks. It is simply 
the CCA providing a clear and 
concise position on an issue that 
affects the health of Canadians, 
chiropractors and their patients. 

Acknowledging the safety and efficacy 
of vaccination and immunization will 
strengthen our standing within the 
healthcare system and with the public, 
positioning our profession, and your 
practice, for continued growth.  

The CCA will continue to forge 
opportunities to position chiropractors 
as key partners. Taking responsibility for 
creating a better future for the profession 
is what drives us, and we look forward to 
working with you to achieve this goal. 
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